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BRTARE T MR WMARBEVUEE EEWURE
SR RET—AEE R - e wk gk - wik
TR -

Maria: My name is Maria.

Fatima: I'm Fatima.

Maria: Fatima and I met online. On an international fan-club website.
Fatima: We are both fans of a Kpop girl group.

Maria: QFEsHA| Q) (X : &5 ! )

Fatima: ZFAFUTH (30 #tat 1)

Maria: We chat in English and sometimes Korean.

Fatima: We never use languages from our own countries.

Maria: We love sharing photos, videos and fan-arts.

Fatima: Fan-arts are artistic works made by fans.



Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:
Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

We make up stories using the girl group members' names.

We imagine the stories about their lives--how they grow up

how they fulfill their dreams

how they fall in love. (#8 ) It's very strange that I found it easier to
write when imagining others. And way much easier to write in others'
languages.

Fatima writes in Chinese.

My native tongue is Malay but [ write better in Chinese.

I can't read Chinese so I use machine translation.

It's unbelievable that even by poor translation, every time I read her
stories | cry. Her dictions are so beautiful that I can recognize her
works before I translate the content. I can recognize them from the
combination of her words and how she uses the punctuations.

No way.

It's true.

Not a chance.

It's true. I promise.

No. How?

Well, first of all, you write like you are kissing someone.

What?

A French kiss.

Why a French kiss? Not just a kiss?

Like a French kiss indeed. You start with a little peck and pause a
while. Like you are thinking, hesitating. Tasting the tension. Then you
seep, little by little. Yet not so slow. You dive. And dive. Like you can
breathe in the deepest ocean, like you can sleep in it but at the same
time you are floating.

You are exaggerating.

Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:

Fatima:

Fatima:

Maria:

You know I'm not.

How about the ending?

The ending?

If you compare my writings to a French kiss, how about the
ending? How does the ending feel?

Well it's...

It's...? (%)

It's...itchy.

Itchy?

Yes itchy. (&)

Itchy how?

It's here but it's not there. You feel it but you can't touch it. You
are very close and at the same time you are so far from it. So, it's
like an itch. Every scratch makes you beg more.

More what? The ending or?

I'm just saying I can recognize your writings the moment I see it.
You know why I'm writing like this.

Like what?

This.

I o

Using others' languages to express something I couldn't say
in my own language. Something I couldn't express in my own
original stories; something I have to weave into fan-arts.

Sometimes I wonder how it's like to understand Chinese.

I o



Fatima

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

: I can teach you.
You're joking.
You self-learn Korean. You have talent for learning languages.
Chinese is not that hard.
Easy for you to say. You speak five languages.
Six.
Six?
Six.
Chinese, Malay, Cantonese, Hokkien—
English and Korean.
yl, ojetsi . (X : & > HT#) Ialmost forgot.
I can teach you. I mean it.
(8 ) Why don't you learn my language?
You mean
Indonesian. (#f) Never mind.
I want to learn. Your language. If you teach me.
I'm a bad teacher. You are the one who has talent in learning
languages. You should learn it on the Internet.
I want you to teach me. Indonesian.
I told you I'm not good at teaching

aku mencintaimu ( Ff B 38 @ LER)

Maria: ...

Fatima:

Maria:
Fatima
Maria:
Fatima

Maria:

What does that mean?
No...
: Why?
You know exactly what I'm talking...
: What does that sentence mean? Please?

I have work to do I'm logging out now.

Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:
Maria:
Fatima:

Maria:

Fatima:

Maria:
Fatima:

Maria:

Wait Maria!

I'm not mad at you I just—have to go.

Maria please.

...fine

Let's talk about something else. OK. Something else.

Yes please anything else. Anything.

Did I tell you I am infected with scabies?

Oh my! Fatima! Are you alright? Did you see the doctor? What
did the doctor say? Is the infection serious?

Calm down Maria. It's very minor. I bet I got it from the
kindergarten I'm working for.

You should be more careful. Scabies is the worst. It's very
difficult to get rid of it.

You know the disease?

I'm always infected, in fact.

Why?

I work in a factory and I live in a dorm.

It's awful.

Haha for me, not for them. Those tiny mites. It must be paradise

for them.

I o

I have an idea. For my next fan-art story. You just give me the
inspiration.

(#11%) Me? I didn't do anything.
The story is from the sight of the mites.

(%) And? I'm laughing already.
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Maria: It's the worst story. The mites are used to be the author's microphone.

They are soulless. You must know, you are not the god of your story.

Fatima: I'm not done yet.

& /N ER R AR > TR EAFIRIBIR
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aku merindukanmu ( FF B XC @ A &K ) |, Fatima °

saya rindu awak ( &R >C @ KB AR ) , Maria °

e u vy (8 fRER e |ER)

I am you. You are me.
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* It's here but it's not there. You feel it but you can't touch it. You

are very close and at the same time you are so far from it.
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